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LAKE GEORGE

N e w s l e t t e r

BREEZE

LABOR DAY WEEKEND LUMINARIES
Sunday night, September 5

Candles/Bags available for $6.50 * call 260-437-2929

LAKE GEORGE COTTAGERS’ ASSOCIATION  BOARD MEETINGS               
Conservancy Community Building (west side of Old 27, just past the state line)

Meetings are always the 2nd Saturday of the month & are open to the public:
8:30 a.m. September 11

REMINDERS
*Lake George 2011 Calendars are HERE!

If you placed an order you may pick them up at the Conservancy Boutique on Old 27, 
Saturday from 10 to 12 Noon on SEPTEMBER 4 & 11

or call Faye at 260-704-1055
email: fschlatter@locl.net

     

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

mailto:fschlatter@locl.net
mailto:fschlatter@locl.net
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Inland Cat Class Sailing 
  
Submitted 

by 
Nancy 
Stiefel

 Final standings for the second half of ICCSA 
summer competition will be announced at its Labor 
Day party. New officers will be elected, and trophies 
and awards will be presented.  
Look for the information on the ICCSA page of the 
Lake George website (www.lake-geo.org).
 On August 15th fourteen sailors competed in 
the 9th annual ‘Round Lake George Race.  All 
mono-hull sailboats were invited to compete in this 
unique race that follows the lake’s perimeter.  
Participating boats were six Inland Cats, four Lasers, 
three Flying Scots, and one Day Sailor.  Wally 
Leuenberger was the first over the finish line in his 
#146 Inland Cat.  The eleven finishers were:
Place Boat Type Skipper

1 Inland Cat Wally Leuenberger 
2 Inland Cat Jeff Smith  
3 Laser  Lyle Reiff  
4 Inland Cat Steve Kindler 
5 Inland Cat Jonathan Larimore 
6 Flying Scot Gary and Jane Mote 
7 Laser  Faye Schlatter 
8 Day Sailor Dave and Joann Stang 
9 Flying Scot Terry and Jane Hamlin
10 Flying Scot John Kindler and grandson, 
   Michael 
11 Inland Cat Don Schmidt and granddaughter, 
   Lauren

 Now begins the September season of unofficial 
racing. Jack Stiefel is again organizing a series of short 
fun races which will start at 2:30 PM the next three 
Saturday afternoons in September.  Rain dates are Sunday 
mornings at 10AM.  All mono-hull sailboats are welcome 
to participate.  Sail out and join the Inland Cats for some 
fall frolic!

“A Lake George Love Story”
          by Julie Larimore Zinsser
 
     Once Upon A Time...there was a beautiful young girl 
named Joan and a handsome young man named John.
They met on a moonlit summer night at Lake George 
and fell in love. They were married on July 1, 1950. This 
summer they would have celebrated their 60th 
Wedding Anniversary.
!!!! They had four healthy, happy children named 
Julie, Janie, Jordan and Jonathan. Even their dog's 
name began with "J"! They used to sign their 
Christmas cards...The Six J's!
!!!! While Joan was home raising the four kiddos, 
John was starting his own business. Maritime Plastics 
became Plastic Composites Corporation where John 
manufactured his beloved Inland Cat Sailboats. Along 
with his brother-in-law, Norm Bell, John inaugurated 
the Inland Cat Class Sailing Association, ICCSA,which 
recently celebrated its 50th Anniversary.
Every summer Saturday afternoon they had sailboat 
races, culminating in a Regatta at the end of July. 
Through their dad all four children learned to sail, 
enjoy the racing festivities, and appreciate the nature 
of water at Lake George.
 Meanwhile, Joan was busy becoming proficient 
at most every craft, including sewing, knitting, cooking 
and decorating, letting her imagination soar and 
passing on her skills and joy of creativity to all her 
family.
!! They had nine grandchildren who delighted in 
spending their time at Lake George with their loving 
grandparents.
Their grandfather took them fishing, taught them safe 
boating and appreciation of the woods on Kope Kon 
Pointe. Their grandmother took them on bike rides 
around the lake, laughing and splashing with their feet 
while sitting on the dock and the beauty of the lake at 
sunset.
!!!! Although John was 83 and Joan was 80...they left 
us all too soon. Mom and Dad, we love you and miss 
you, yet we know that you are watching out for all of 
us!! Thank-you for all our wonderful years together at 
Lake George!

http://www.lake-geo.org
http://www.lake-geo.org
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LGCA INFORMATION
Stuff From The Sewer Guy,
A Labor Day howdy to all! It was enjoyable watching 
everyone take advantage of the hot summer this 
year after last years rather cool one. I do hope 
everyone had a fun filled season but as we all know 
all good things never last forever and I have Detroit 
Lions football just around the corner. 
I took samples over at the dam for Ecoli and 
Phosphrous. Ecoli was at 52.8 mg/L. State 
requirements for recreational waters is 235 mg/L. 
Phosphorus test came back at 0.02 mg/L. Discharge 
limits set by the state is 1.0 mg/L. 
Speaking of the dam, I have received many calls 
this past week in regards to a sewer smell around 
the Mill Pond area. This appears to be from the 
duckweed that was killed on the Mill Pond. I was not 
able to find any problems with the collection system 
but I do appreciate the calls to make me aware of a 
potential problem. 
And rambling on, if you do have to get in touch with 
me, the best number to use is our sewer number, 
260-667-4143. If you call my home number there is 
a good chance that I might not check my answering 
machine right away and the return call back to you 
will take longer. If you ever misplace this number 
just get it off any of our lift stations around the lake. 
Please remember that when you close up this fall 
please run water down to your grinder after your last 
flush and before you put anti freeze in your traps. A 
good practice is to run water in your tub and use it to 
flush you system. This will reduce septic conditions 
in your grinder and help protect the pump. Also only 
use RV type anti-freeze in your system. I have 
bacteria to give you that will also help our system 
over the months that you are not using it. Just give 
me a call or stop by the office.
Don’t forget, DO NOT turn the power off to your 
grinder when you are not here. This keeps moisture 
from forming inside the pump controls. 
I wish all of you a healthy and safe fall and winter 
and look forward to seeing everyone again next 
spring. 
Thank You,
Jim Humbarger
Systems Superintendent

Book Club News
 
At our August meeting we 
picked two books for next summer's 
reading.  Information is as follows:
 
June 23rd - Cutting For Stone by Abraham 
Verghese, Host: Anne Helmkamp,  
Facilitators: Helen Weldy & Mary Ann Yoder
 
July 28th - Peasant Prince: Thaddeus 
Koschiuszko and the Age of Revolution 
by Alex Storozynski,  Host: Jane Kearns,  
Facilitator: Dick Burrows
 
August 25th & September 22nd will be decided 
at the beginning of next summer.
Our discussions start at 10 a.m. and we welcome 
anyone who is interested!  We especially 
encourage more men as currently our numbers 
favor the women. The men are feeling a bit 
lonely!
 
Submitted by
Suzy Fulghum

The 2010 Boat Parade was a fun time!  1st 
place was awarded to the King family boat 
with the 1980's movie theme "Vacation."The 
woody wagon cruising the lake was a great 
sight! 2nd place, by a mere 2 points, went to 
the Hall family boat with the movie theme 
"Teen Wolf." Thanks to judges who 
volunteered; we had representatives from 
each beach.  

Thanks to ALL who participated!

Next year's theme is "American Theme 
Song." Be thinking about ways you and your 
friends or family can decorate your boat and 
parade around the lake while playing your 
American theme song. The 2011 Boat parade 
will take place Saturday, July 2. Participants 
of all ages are welcome to show Lake George 
their creativity, originality, and spirit!
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CONSERVANCY INFORMATION
The Annual Conservancy Appreciation Hog Roast 
will be held on Saturday, October 2nd, on the 
preserve.  All ages are welcome.  Gather around 3:00 
PM to walk the trails and enjoy socializing with your 
neighbors and friends.  Please bring a dish to share 
and your own beverage, place setting, and a chair or 
a blanket to sit on.  The hog and potluck dinner will 
begin between 4:00 and 4:30.  Bring lawn games for 
the kids. 

This event is a good time to renew your annual 
membership in the Conservancy at $25 per person.  
Forms will be available; checks should be payable to 
Lake George Conservancy.  Ed Uslar, treasurer, is 
also the chef for the day!

In other news:
• the Board has changed its meeting dates to the 

first Thursday of the month at 6:30 PM during 
the months of May through October.  Additional 
meetings may be called during the winter 
months as needed.  All meetings are held at the 
Conservancy Building (next to the Sewer 
District Building).

• The last date to shop the boutique is Saturday, 
Sept. 11th, from 10 AM to noon.  Many beautiful 
and unique gift items are available for your early 
holiday shopping.  The Lake George calendars 
are available for pickup.  The boutique is located 
in the Conservancy Building.

• The 2011 Stem & Stein will be held again at 
Glendarin Hills on Saturday, June 25.

• The 2011 No Child Left Indoors nature study 
lessons are scheduled for Monday mornings 
from 10 to noon on July 11, 18, and 25.

For more information about the Conservancy, visit 
the Lake George website page: http://www.lake-
george.org/conservancyevents.htm 

 No Child Left Indoors

 No Child Left Indoors is a nature study 
program for children sponsored by the Lake 
George Conservancy.  Three free educational 
sessions for children aged 5 to 12 were held on 
Wednesday mornings in July.  Over eleven 
volunteers worked with 28 children representing 
15 families from Lake George.
 On July 14, the children met on the 
Conservancy property to learn how Native 
Americans lived and how the bison served them.  
Kathy Kurtz and a staff member from Wild Winds 
Buffalo Preserve in Fremont provided an 
information booklet and coloring book from the 
Preserve for each family. The kids also tasted 
buffalo jerky and walked on the trails at the 
Conservancy property.
 The July 21 session taught the children 
how and why Conservancy preserve exists, and 
what gasoline and oil do to the lake.  Vicki 
Banks, Suzy Fulghum, and Fran Ort were the 
teachers.  The children also collected leaves for 
an art project and took home an activity page 
with a crossword and word search about 
keeping our lake clean.  
 On July 28, the children learned about 
fishing--how to cast, bait a hook, remove a fish 
from a hook, and clean a fish.  Bob Trammel, 
Linda Hagerman, and Liz Poole were the 
teachers. An art project and a taste of fried 
bluegills completed the event.  Each child took 
home an information sheet to identify Indiana 
fish.
 Other volunteers included Rose Carmer, 
Donna and George Hankins, Cheri Trammel, and 
Nancy Stiefel.  

 To try to include more children, the 
volunteers have decided that the sessions will be 
held on Monday mornings in 2011. Put the 
dates on your calendar:  July 11, 18, and 25.  
Watch for more details in the Memorial Day 
2011 BREEZE.  Anyone interested in 
volunteering should contact Nancy Stiefel at 
260-833-9896.

http://www.lake-george.org/conservancyevents.htm
http://www.lake-george.org/conservancyevents.htm
http://www.lake-george.org/conservancyevents.htm
http://www.lake-george.org/conservancyevents.htm


 
CONSERVANCY

Environmental Protection Tips

   From The Lake George Conservancy.....

 
 

How to Compost Leaves 

Phyllis Heuerman, Frederick County, MD, Master Gardener Program

Unfortunately, to use leaves effectively as mulch and compost they still must be raked or blown from your 
gardens and lawn so that you have control over where they are used. Leaving a thick layer of leaves on your 
lawn or garden can create conditions that lead to rotting of the grass or perennials beneath. So, to start with 
rake the leaves up into a pile.

Regardless of how you are going to use them, the first step is to chop or shred your leaves. This will save space 
if you are placing them in a bin, it will minimize their blowing around and matting if you are placing them in the 
garden, and it will hasten their eventual decomposition into composted organic matter.

You can use a shredder or your lawn mower to shred the leaves. If the leaves are on your lawn attach a bagger 
to your lawn mower before you begin cutting. As you cut, the leaves will be shredded and gathered into the 
bagger. You may also gather leaves in a pile and run the lawn mower without a bagger through the pile. Direct 
the discharge shoot in one direction at all times so that the shredded leaves are placed in a pile and not blown 
all over the place.

Once you have your shredded leaves, you may place them in your garden as mulch immediately, if you wish. 
However, do not place an excessive layer of mulch directly on the crowns of herbaceous perennial flowers. This 
is not necessary, and it can lead to root rot.  If you do use uncomposted shredded leaves as mulch in your 
garden, you should add some slow release nitrogen fertilizer to the garden in the Spring, as the process of leaf 
decomposition may rob the soil of nitrogen.

Another alternative for your shredded leaves is to compost them. The simplest but longest process is to place 
the shredded leaves in a wire bin. Leave them there for two years, turning them occasionally, and you will have 
a really nice product. Leaf mold is a special fungus-rich compost that can retain three to five times its weight in 
water, rivaling peat moss. The only disadvantage of using leaves alone for composting is you will find that you 
need a tremendous amount of leaves to produce any quantity of compost.

Leaves can be used more effectively as a component in a compost pile that contains a variety of organic 
matters. A good balanced compost pile contains materials rich in nitrogen and others rich in carbon. Leaves can 
provide the carbon component of your pile. Other good carbon components include straw, non-glossy paper, 
wood and bark chips. Good nitrogenous materials include grass and plant clippings, uncooked fruit and 
vegetable scraps, eggshells, and coffee grounds. Use your shredded leaves and other carbon materials to layer 
between your nitrogenous materials in a bin. Turn the pile occasionally to aerate it, and make sure that it is 
moist, but not soggy. It is not necessary to add commercial compost starters or fertilizer to a compost pile to 
start it "cooking" but doing so may hasten the process. The amount of time it will take to produce compost 
depends upon its size, composition and conditions. It can take anywhere from three months to one year. My 
small suburban compost bins take 6 to 9 months to produce a fully composted product. I cut the materials I am 
placing in the piles into small pieces, and I turn the piles about once every 3 to 4 weeks. I find reusing organic 
materials such as leaves for mulch and compost to be one of the most satisfying aspects of my gardening. I 

hope you will give it a try.     



Follow Up for Spirit of Lake George 
Stem & Stein 2010

In the 4th of July “Breeze” we told you we didnʼt have our net 
results yet for the wine tasting.  Financial results are in now 
and thanks to all of you, our sponsors and volunteers, we had 
a fantastic return.  We raised $26,100 this year!  The 
committee voted and the Conservancy Board agreed that this 
yearʼs monies would be used for water management and 
water quality control.  This not only follows the Conservancy 
mission but will also benefit everyone on the lake.  The first 
deliverable will be a professionally prepared watershed 
management plan that will consolidate available data and 
undertake new investigations to give a comprehensive review 
of our lake.  This will allow us to plan any future projects and 
apply to funding sources to improve our water quality. I think 
everyone has commented on the amount of weeds and the 
lack water clarity this year so the committee wanted to help do 
something to help.  With your attendance and support of Stem 
& Stein we are able to make a difference in our lake 
conditions.  

Again please remember to support all of our sponsors.  
Their contributions help underwrite our costs.

PARTNERS: Glendarin Hills Golf Club, Caruso's at Glendarin, 
4 Corners Party Store, Wiegmann Auction Co., and Paul 
Haller Music. 

CHAMPAGNE SPONSORS:  David Design, David Showalter; 
Dream Toy Store, Lake George.

CHARDONNAY SPONSORS:  Anonymous Lake George 
Friends; Beth E. Beech, Attny at Law/Lakeview Title, LLC; 
Blackburn & Green; Dry Dock Marine Center; Rex & Kris 
Horsewood; Dr. Jeffrey & Karen Justice; Jerry & Jane Case; 
Midwest Tile & Concrete/ T. Hamlin & J. Schaeffer; Tritech 
Manufacturing, Inc.

CABERNET SPONSORS:  Baden, Gage & Schroeder. LLC; 
Hall & Gooden, LLP; Lee Wayne, Sales Rep. Jon Harpst; 
Rose Carmer, Coldwell Banker, RWG; Barb Hendrick & Craig 
Walker, Coldwell Banker, RWG; Northern IN Lakes Magazine; 
Lance Burton, MD; Deans Insurance; Hockemeyer Family Eye 
Care; Jane Kearns, Re/Max Results; Robert Koors Custom 
Building & Design; Micropulse, Inc.; Red Arrow Restaurant; 
Faye Schlatter, Red Key Realty.

The Lake George 
Boutique

 

will close for the season SOON
so...

    Please stop in and take a 
peek on

Saturday, 
September 4 and September 

11
 from 10 - noon

Calendars can be picked up 
on those two Saturdays.

 
We still have cool summer 

items!

 Don't forget Christmas is right 
around the corner and we have 
some wonderful stocking stuffer 
and other items to keep 
you warm and cozy throughout 
the fall and winter.   

Mark your calenders now for June 
25th, 2011 for  Spirit of Lake George 
Stem & Stein at Glendarin Hills Golf 
Club.

We always need more volunteers.  
If you are interested in joining a 

committee please call 
Jane Hamlin @ 260-341-0688 or 
Joann Stang @ 517-238-4308.



 Dear Lake George Cottage Owner: 
 Here we are nearly at the end of the summer season.  I hope the weather this summer 
has been a pleasant change from last summer – if we even had a summer last year - and you 
are looking forward to the coming of fall. Some of these last mornings and evenings have 
been “just about the best one could wish for”. 
 Your Officers and Directors have had an interesting and busy season to look back on.  
There have been several issues that have occupied our attention, not the least of which is the 
funding needed to maintain the lake and its activities and on that I would like to make several 
comments. 
 Looking back over statistics gathered from our members database, we managed to 
almost hold our own on Association Membership this year.  Last year we reached a level of 
81% of Association members to property owners.  This year we are at 77%, lower than last 
year but still a respectable number.  To those of you that supported our Association we thank 
you for your assistance.  But if you didn't receive a Membership request form earlier this year 
due to any number of snafu's – including one by the Post Office, please rest assured we 
would appreciate your late payment before the end of 
the year and there are no late payment fees. 
 Another interesting statistic is the contribution level for weed control.  Last year  55.6% 
percent of the members contributed over $33,500 to cover the expenses for treating the 
invasive species in the lake. This year just over 40% of the members contributed about 
$28,800 to the weed fund. To cover the shortfall, we transferred the funds from the 
Association's general fund.  If this shortfall continues next year the obvious action will have 
to be a cutback in weed treatment.  Some have commented that people may think the 
possibility of establishing a special tax district will handle this problem but if 
indeed this happens it will be some time in the doing -assuming  it is approved by the courts. 
Michigan's legislature has established a procedure to implement tax districts with little or no 
expense but Indiana's process is very expensive.  When Hamilton Lake established their tax 
district, lawyers fees were substantial and were said to have reached several tens of 
thousands of dollars. Until we come to some conclusion on what is needed for the Dam 
rehab, we will have to depend on member donations. Looking at the need for individual 
contributions for 2011, if we divide last years total cost for invasive weed treatment by the 
number of members who contributed in 2010 (201 members), we will need a donation of $167 
per cottage.  If the money needed could be shouldered by contributions from more members, 
this number could be reduced substantially. 
 This year we revised the By Laws of the organization to reflect changing times and the 
situation with members willing to participate in the governance of the organization.  Changing 
By Laws oftentimes can result in questions being raised and it was my intention to use our 
ability to broadcast the proposed changes to members to expedite this process.  In a few 
areas we may need to do some fine-tuning and should it be necessary to do so, I will do 
whatever is necessary to change the By Laws keeping them appropriate, fair and timely. 
 We look forward to seeing you at the Conservancy Hog Roast on October 2 and will hope 
this will be a dryer event than last year.  Look forward to at least one update (by email) over 
the winter on the status of Dam activities and other issues concerning the lake. 
As a reminder the last Board meeting for the Association will be Sept 11 at 8:30 in the 
Conservancy Building and is open to all.  Until then, all the best for a good fall and Holiday 
season and to seeing you next year. 
Dave Stang  

LGCA PRESIDENT’S LETTER.. .



JERRY BRANSTRATOR OF FT. WAYNE GREW UP ON 
LAKE GEORGE WHERE HE FIRST LEARNED TO SKI.
AT 63, JERRY STILL HAS WHAT IT TAKES TO SLALOM 
AND BAREFOOT.  WAY TO GO SENIOR JERRY!!!!!!!!  
 

AN AMAZING STORY....

Lost:  One size 12 men’s gold wedding ring while playing volleyball in the water at Dent’s 
cottage #700. (On July 4th 2008)

Found:  One size 12 men’s gold wedding ring !!!  Two years later on July 6th 2010, Dan 
Morgan’s (cottage #760) wedding ring was found by a good samaritan with under water 
metal detecting equipment. 

We don’t know his last name, but thank you to “Dan” from the Millpond.  

LAKE GEORGE 
from 35,000 FEET!

Taken from an iPhone by
 American Airlines Captain 
and Lake George resident,

Mike Bouwman....

N

S

EW
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LGCA OFFICERS:

President                   Dave Stang 
              Vice-President          Paul Schlatter  

 Secretary                   Karon Grant  
     Treasurer                   Marilyn Parrot

BOARD 
Lake George Beach Directors

Directory Editors:
Steve & Marilyn Parrot

Breeze Newsletter Editor: Ann Schwartz

Because the LGCA will be mailing the dues 
form)s( with the Winter Breeze, that issue will 
consist of essential information only. Be sure 
to look for dues forms and the Winter Breeze 
in February!

LOST 

Due to high winds on the lake, we have 
LOST our black foam square raft

and we gained a large gas grill cover.

Our address is on the raft: 100 Ln 301C 
written in black ink, 

so it may be hard to see.

Please call: 419-276-1187

or 419-874-1187

* The front page photo features the 
Anthony & Smith family slalom skiers. 

All 5 are 12 and under!

Get on the web...!

WEBSITE: www.lake-george.org

- select... Cottage Owners Assoc. 

  (on the left side)

- then select BREEZE 

or

-type in: 

lake-george.org/breeze_page.htm

Bookmark this to go directly to the 
selection of current as well as archival 
Breeze issues!

REMINDER...
It is illegal to burn grass in Michigan.

Cottagers... PLEASE be considerate and 

don’t burn!

The smell penetrates homes and remains in 

the air for all to breathe.

Not exactly a day at the beach (or lake!) 

Congratulations to the 

2010 Lake George Sailing School students!

http://www.lake-george.org
http://www.lake-george.org

